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Saint James the Greater 

Alabaster sculpture with gold and paint by Gil de Siloé, c. 1489–93;  
in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 

 

Evening Prayer 
St James the Apostle 

 

Opening prayer 
 
Come, pray to the Lord.  
 
Lift up your hands this night and pray to the Lord. 
 
Let us pray with one heart and mind 
 
that this evening may be holy, good and peaceful. 
 

Silence. 

 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 

so may your mercy come down upon us 

to cleanse our hearts 

and set us free to sing your praise 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

2 

 

        Canticle  
 
         A Song of God’s Children 

 
The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus   

has set us free from the law of sin and death. 

 

All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God;   

for we have received the Spirit that enables us to cry, ‘Abba, Father’. 

 

The Spirit himself bears witness that we are children of God   

and if God’s children, then heirs of God; 

 

If heirs of God, then fellow-heirs with Christ;   

since we suffer with him now, that we may be glorified with him. 

 

These sufferings that we now endure   

are not worth comparing to the glory that shall be revealed. 

 

For the creation waits with eager longing   

for the revealing of the children of God. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever.  

Amen 

 

The Word of God 
 
First reading - Psalm 7, verses 1:10 
 
Plea for deliverance from enemies 

O Lord my God, in you I take refuge; 

save me from all my pursuers, and deliver me, 

or like a lion they will tear me apart; 

they will drag me away, with no one to rescue. 

O Lord my God, if I have done this, 

if there is wrong in my hands, 

if I have repaid my ally with harm 

or plundered my foe without cause, 

then let the enemy pursue and overtake me, 

trample my life to the ground, 

and lay my soul in the dust. 
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Rise up, O Lord, in your anger; 

lift yourself up against the fury of my enemies; 

awake, O my God; you have appointed a judgement. 

Let the assembly of the peoples be gathered around you, 

and over it take your seat on high. 

The Lord judges the peoples; 

judge me, O Lord, according to my righteousness 

and according to the integrity that is in me. 

 

O let the evil of the wicked come to an end, 

but establish the righteous, 

you who test the minds and hearts, 

O righteous God. 

God is my shield, 

who saves the upright in heart. 

         
This is the word of the Lord.      

Amen 

 
Second Reading – The Gospel of Mark, Chapter 10, verses 35-45 

The Request of James and John 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said 

to him, ‘Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you’.  

And he said to them, ‘What is it you want me to do for you?’  And 

they said to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at 

your left, in your glory’.  But Jesus said to them, ‘You do not know 

what you are asking.  Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be 

baptised with the baptism that I am baptised with?’  They replied, ‘We 

are able’.  Then Jesus said to them, ‘The cup that I drink you will 

drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptised, you will be 

baptised; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, 

but it is for those for whom it has been prepared’. 

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and 

John.  So Jesus called them and said to them, ‘You know that among 

the Gentiles those whom they recognise as their rulers lord it over 

them, and their great ones are tyrants over them.  But it is not so 

among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must 

be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be 

slave of all.  For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 

and to give his life a ransom for many’. 

 

                     This is the word of the Lord.     

                     Amen 
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James’s story 
by the Rev’d Tony Billett 
 

 
St. James, detail from a mural, 12th century; in the monastery of Eski Gümüs, Turkey. 

 

Collect 
Merciful God, 

whose holy apostle Saint James, 

leaving his father and all that he had, 

was obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ 

and followed him even to death: 

help us, forsaking the false attractions of the world, 

to be ready at all times to answer your call without delay; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

Closing Prayer 
           God be with us… 

Jesus be with us … 

Spirit be with us … 

Each lying down and rising up,  

Each step of the journey… 

Amen 

 
Blessing 
God, who has prepared for us a city with eternal foundations, 

bring us, with all the saints, 

to the eternal and triumphant joy of that place; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always. 

Amen 
 

NOTE: This service draws on material available at <https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-

texts-and-resources/common-worship/daily-prayer/morning-and-evening>;  

<https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-

year/festivals/james-apostle> ; <https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-
resources/common-worship/common-material/canticles-main-25>; 
<https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/James.html> 
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